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Fall Protection

Why a Code Evaluation Report Is Crucial for
Fall Protection Devices

Fall protection devices are essential components in occupational safety, especially in construction, maintenance, and
industrial environments where workers are at risk of falls from height. Ensuring these devices perform effectively is
not just a matter of design but also of regulatory compliance and real-world performance verification. One critical
tool in this assurance process is the Code Evaluation Report (CER).

This article explores the importance of a Code Evaluation Report in evaluating, validating, and standardizing fall
protection devices.

What Is a Code Evaluation Report?

A Code Evaluation Report is a document issued by a recognized third-party organization (such as the ICC-ES,
IAPMO-UES, UL, or CSA Group) that evaluates a product's compliance with relevant building codes and safety
standards. The report typically includes:

A summary of testing methods used

Description of product specifications

Performance results

Compliance with building or safety codes (e.g., IBC, OSHA, CALOSHA, ANSI)
Conditions of use and installation guidelines

In the context of fall protection, a CER confirms that a product—Iike anchor points, guardrails, harnesses, or
lifelines—has been rigorously tested and meets applicable safety and building code requirements.

Why a Code Evaluation Report Matters for Fall Protection Devices
1. Verification of Compliance with Safety Standards

Fall protection devices must adhere to strict regulatory standards (such as OSHA 29 CFR 1910/1926 and ANSI
7359 series). A CER demonstrates that the product has been evaluated against these benchmarks, providing
independent verification of safety claims made by manufacturers.

This ensures that the devices are not just theoretically compliant but have passed testing under real-world conditions.
2. Assurance of Quality and Performance

Fall protection is a life-critical system. A failure can lead to serious injury or death. A CER verifies that the device
performs as intended under various stressors and environmental conditions, giving employers and safety
professionals confidence in its reliability.

This is especially important for permanent installations, such as rooftop anchors or horizontal lifeline systems,
where improper function may not be immediately obvious.
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3. Streamlined Approval by Authorities Having Jurisdiction (AHJs)

Building inspectors and safety officers rely on CERs to assess product suitability without conducting additional
testing or research. Having a valid code evaluation report can significantly accelerate approval for installations and
ensure smoother project timelines.

4. Reduced Liability and Risk

Using fall protection devices without third-party validation increases the legal liability for contractors, facility
owners, and employers. If a device fails and lacks a recognized code report, the legal and financial consequences can
be severe. A CER helps mitigate this risk by proving due diligence in product selection and safety compliance.

5. Market Differentiation and Trust

For manufacturers, a Code Evaluation Report provides credibility and reassures customers that the product is tested
and trusted. For procurement officers or safety managers, choosing products with CERs simplifies decision-making
and supports procurement policies that prioritize safety-certified equipment.

Key Elements Evaluated in a CER for Fall Protection Devices
Depending on the type of fall protection equipment, a CER may evaluate:

Load-bearing capacity

Corrosion resistance

Durability under environmental exposure (UV, moisture, temperature)
Installation integrity and hardware compatibility

Conformance to ANSI, CSA, or ISO standards

System integration with other safety devices

Conclusion

A Code Evaluation Report is more than just a document—it's a validation of safety, performance, and compliance.
For fall protection devices, where the stakes are literally life and death, relying on products backed by a credible
CER is not only a smart business decision but also a moral and legal imperative.

In a world where workplace safety cannot be compromised, the Code Evaluation Report stands as a vital checkpoint
in safeguarding lives and ensuring peace of mind for all stakeholders involved.



